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North 
Thames 
Synod 

Outer 
West 
London 
(& 
Slough) 

Inner 
West 
London 

Central 
London 

North 
London 

Inner 
East 
London 

Outer 
East 
London Herts Beds Bucks Luton 

E
n
g
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n
d
 

All 6,743,507 797,381 922,794 819,069 833,641 886,567 640,829 948,089 399,745 421,374 186,376  

Aged 0-15 20% 20% 18% 15% 20% 22% 21% 21% 20% 21% 22% 19 

Age 16-29 21% 20% 23% 26% 20% 24% 18% 16% 17% 16% 22% 18 

Aged 30-44 26% 25% 28% 29% 26% 27% 23% 24% 24% 23% 23% 22 

Aged 45-64 19% 20% 18% 17% 19% 15% 21% 22% 23% 23% 19% 22 

Aged over 65 15% 15% 13% 12% 15% 11% 17% 18% 17% 18% 14% 19 

White 73% 65% 62% 74% 70% 54% 76% 91% 91% 90% 68% 89 

Mixed 3% 3% 4% 4% 4% 4% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 2 

Asian 14% 24% 18% 9% 10% 23% 13% 4% 4% 5% 19% 5 

Black 8% 6% 11% 8% 12% 16% 7% 2% 2% 2% 8% 3 

Other 3% 3% 5% 6% 4% 3% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1 
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Area Membership No returns Churches Average Membership 

A      Central & North London 1043 6 26 52 

B      West London 763 9 20 69 

C      Chiltern 765 3 17 54 

D      St Albans 1876 2 32 62 

E      Lea Valley 1143 2 23 54 

F      Roding 876 3 23 44 
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The Bread to Spare survey showed that only 8%  of churches thought their 
buildings were not fit for purpose. Another 8% stated they were not fit for 
purpose but work was in hand and 14% stated they were fit for purpose but 
work is needed. 
Many of our church buildings have reached the point where they need a vast 
amount of money spent on them to bring them up to a standard that will meet 
the demands of our ‘modern’ church life. 
A challenge was set by our Synod for the Grants Loans and Property 
Committee to devise schemes for systems of building improvements so that a 
renewed strategy for every area shall be implemented over the next 25 years. 
At present we are dealing with upwards of 20 major building and regeneration 
projects within our Synod, or 13.5% of the total building stock. A recent report 
to the GLP committee commented, ‘This is not enough if we are to maintain a 
programme of regeneration over the next 25 years.’ 
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