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someone with skills in website development and
information/communications. The closing date is
23" September 2010. For more information visit
www.aviddetention.org.uk

Response from UKBA to our joint letter calling
for detention reform

28 organisations joined AVID, LDSG and GDWG in
calling for a halt on the expansion of the
detention estate until a comprehensive enquiry
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has been carried out into the practice.

We have now received a reply, not from Damian
Green or Theresa May to whom the letter
addressed, but from UKBA Detention Services.
This response, totalling three pages, refuted the
arguments presented, and outlined UKBA’s policy
and practices regarding the use of immigration
detention. It reiterated the view that detention is
only used when necessary, for the shortest time
possible and with adequate support mechanisms
in place.

While this initial response is disheartening, we

News from AVID

‘ see this merely as the beginning of a longer term

New premises
AVID has moved to our new office (address
above). Please also note the new phone number:
0207 281 0533. All visitors welcome!

Coordinators Conference

The annual AVID Coordinators Conference, for all
coordinators of visitors groups, will take place
this year on 11" and 12™ of November in the
Woodbrooke Conference Centre, Birmingham.
Thanks to all of you who have already registered-
it's shaping up to be a busy event. For more
information contact Ali on
ali.mcginley@aviddetention.org.uk

Volunteer Opportunity

AVID is recruiting a volunteer to work in our
Archway Office. This is an opportunity for

process of working collaboratively towards our
common goal: detention reform. AVID, GDWG
and LDSG have also prepared a briefing on the
issues which has been circulated to signatories,
encouraging them to raise awareness and gather
support.

If you would like a copy of the briefing, or to see
the full response from UKBA, contact AVID via
email. Only with your support can we ensure this
is pushed up the agenda. Other plans include
engaging with both MPs and Lords on the issue.

Please be advised there will be no ‘In Touch’ in
September, owing to staff leave. The next edition
will be October.
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Detention News and Members Updates

Oakington IRC to close

The UKBA has announced that it is to close
Oakington Immigration Removal Centre on
November 12" 2010. The last intake will be on
25" September and the last detainee transfer will
be 25" October. The centre has operated under
threat of closure for many years, and has often
come under criticism for its inadequate
conditions and infrastructure. Most recently the
centre faced controversy following the death of
Kenyan detainee in April this year.

The closure of Oakington IRC may indicate a halt
on plans to expand the detention estate to 4,500
places.

Coordinator of Oakington Friends visiting group
comments on the closure of Oakington IRC

Jillian Wilkinson, Coordinator of the Oakington
Friends visiting group, had the following to say
about the closure:

“The Oakington Friends Group has mixed feelings
about the announcement of the imminent closure
of the OIRC. These range from skepticism (will it
actually happen); worry about the fate of
detainees being visited in the meantime; concern
for the mostly well-meaning staff who will be out
of a job; relief at being free of the ongoing burden
of concern for people in distress; real anger that
such a potentially good site is not being improved
and developed to hold people in detention, when
the facilities and the enormous open spaces have
made it popular with many of the men who have
passed through it.

Our visitors have put a great deal of time and
effort into supporting the men they have visited,
some have formed a library team for weekly visits
to organize and care for the many-languages
books available, at the same time nattering to
some of the men using the room, and all these
people will suddenly feel a gap in their lives, as
well as the loss of the companionship of the
group. We are preparing for this: supporting
those who may need to wind down, finding and
suggesting other volunteering opportunities in
the area, and planning for a big party to celebrate

the commitment shown by so many people over
the nearly seven years of our operations.”

No formal announcement on ending child
detention before Parliamentary Recess

Despite Nick Clegg’s pledge that the family unit at
Yarl’s Wood IRC was to close, NGOs expressed
concerns that no formal announcement to this
effect was made before the Parliamentary
Recess. These fears were given substance by the
leaking of a document about a pilot scheme the
UKBA has launched in North West England. The
document outlines a pilot ‘alternative to
detention’ scheme, which rather than detaining
families, will give them 2 weeks to leave the UK
voluntarily. If the family fails to go, they will be
deported ‘at some point’ in the next two weeks.
The document outlines possible impact on public
services including police, as well as the need to
minimise community protests and disruption.

AVID and other NGOs are concerned that two
weeks notice is inadequate, particularly for
families who have been in the UK for some time.
These kind of schemes were argued against by
many of those who responded to the
consultation which took place as part of the
review of child detention.

Dover Detainee Visitor Group AGM and Job
Opportunity

DDVG are holding their AGM on Thursday 30"
September 2010 at St. Mary’s Parish Centre, Dieu
Stone Lane, Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BY at
3pm. Refreshments and drinks will be provided.
To book a place email info@ddvg.org.uk

DDVG are also recruiting an Ex Detainee Project
Manager for one day a week. Based in Dover, the
role is a job share and is advertised at £22,958
(pro rata £4592). The successful candidate will
probably be educated to degree level, with
experience of refugee rights work but also have
the personal qualities of commitment, initiative
and ability to work in a team.

CRB Disclosure is required for this position. The
closing date is Monday 6" September with
interviews on the 16" and 17" September. For
more details visit www.ddvg.org.uk
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London Detainee Support Group AGM

LDSG are holding their Annual General Meeting
at 6.45 at the Amnesty International Human
Rights Action Centre on Monday 27" September
2010. The meeting will also launch their new
report on indefinite detention. For more
information contact Jerome@Idsg.org.uk

New wings opened at Harmondsworth IRC

Two of the four wings at Harmondsworth are
now open, making it Europe’s largest detention
centre. LDSG have reported limited freedom of
movement, including limited access to communal
areas or other wings.

Do you know what happened to the legal clients
of Refugee and Migrant Justice?

Puck De Raadt of Churches Refugee Network is
looking to evaluate a little of what is known
about the aftermath of the RMIJ closure earlier
this year. She is undertaking an information
gathering exercise by asking some very basic
qguestions. All visitors groups are encouraged to
respond if they can, as this work will help to
illustrate the effect of RMJ's sudden
disappearance on advocacy and its clients. This is
likely to be even more important in light of the
announcements on legal aid (see below). If you
have any information, please get in touch with
Puck directly on open sesame@btinternet.com

Latest Quarterly Immigration Statistics Released

The Home Office has issued its latest immigration
statistics for the period April — June 2010. Key
statistics include:

e 6,130 people left detention in the period,
of which 3,935 were removed and 2,195
returned to their communities (36%)

e 6,100 entered detention, 15% lower than
the same period last year

e A total of 2,775 were detained in the
period, of which 19% were detained for
more than 6 months

e 115 children entered detention, and 140
left- 50% of whom were returned to their
communities

News and Reports

Ter ms of Ref erence

proposed
Immigration Minister Damian Green announced a
new Asylum Improvement Project to the National
Asylum Stakeholders Forum. This project will
“explore new ways to improve the current
asylum system to speed up the processing of
applications”. He outlined that he aims to
produce recommendations for change along with
detailed implementation and delivery plans-
internal and public versions of which will be
produced. Initial workstreams will be agreed by
government in July 2010, with initial research
completed by October, analysis by December
2010 and implementation of recommendations
to have started by March 2011.

The AIP will look at three main themes:

e  Greater productivity and efficiency in the
asylum process

) Better, more sustainable, decisions (i.e. not
lost at appeal)

e  Assisting removals performance

It will look specifically at:

e  Productivity and efficiency at initial decision
and appeal stages.

e  Speed of decision making.

° Our approach to assessing
including identity assessment.

e  Sustainability of our decisions at appeal.

) Lessons from France, Germany, Sweden,
Denmark and Ireland.

e  Process changes to
removal/departure.

e  Opportunities from technology e.g.
Immigration Case Work (ICW).

® Involving external partners in the asylum
process, including 3" sector.

credibility,

assist with

The review will also apparently be closely
involved with results arising from other pieces of
work such as the review of child detention,
changes in legal aid, the Solihull and Key worker
pilots and other areas.
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Independent Chief Inspector of the UKBA
publishes report on Family Removals

John Vine, Independent Chief Inspector of the
UKBA has published a thematic inspection of
family removals, January- April 2010. The report
found significant weaknesses in current family
removal procedures and that there are no
processes in place to collect, analyse and publish
data on families who are subject to removal.

The report also found that there was limited
evidence that an individual action plan existed for
each family which took account of the family’s
welfare needs and arrangements for them to
return home. There were also no consistent
standards for promoting the option of voluntary
return. The full report is available by clicking
here.

New Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group
on Refugees announced

Dr. Julian Huppert MP for Cambridge (Lib Dem)
will be the new Chair for the All Party
Parliamentary Group on Refugees. Dr. Huppert is
also a member of the Home Affairs Select
Committee and the Joint Committee on Human
Rights. You can visit his constituency website to
find out more about him by clicking here.

Law and Policy

Ministry of Justice plans to cut legal aid for
asylum seekers

Justice Secretary Kenneth Clarke wants an end to
the current system whereby asylum seekers
whose applications are turned down and
immigrants facing deportation orders can
repeatedly challenge decisions using state funds.
Of the £900million civil legal aid budget, a tenth
was spent last year on asylum and immigration
cases. These cuts are part of plans to cut 25% of
the £9 billion a year Mol budget.

Lawyers and NGOs have expressed concerns that
this may mean access to justice is denied many
thousands of asylum seekers.

Changes in Immigration Rules: Asylum Seekers
and Permission to work

On 9" September 2010, changes in Immigration
Rules will come into effect, changing the
provisions for granting permission to work to
eligible asylum seekers, and to extending that
provision to some classes of failed asylum
seekers who have made fresh representations
which raise asylum grounds. The UKBA wrote to
stakeholders outlining how they intend to
implement this decision, stating that:

“...eligible asylum seekers and failed asylum
seekers who are granted permission to work will
only be entitled to take up employment in a job
included on the list of shortage occupations
published by the United Kingdom Border Agency”

Disappointingly this will mean that eligible
asylum seekers will be limited in the areas of
work for which they can apply.

HIV Immigration Detention Test Cases
(www.pierceglynn.co.uk)

Three judicial review test cases about the use of
immigration detention for those who are HIV
positive were dismissed on 30" July. The Judge
decided that the policy of not detaining someone
‘suffering from a serious medical condition’ other
than in exceptional circumstances would not
apply to those who are HIV positive.

The Judge decided that, although HIV is a serious
medical condition, the three claimants had not
suffered from their condition to a sufficient
extent and so the Home Secretary is entitled to
ignore a HIV positive diagnosis when making a
decision on whether to detain them, unless they
develop a serious and related infection. The three
clients intend to appeal this decision.

Compensation for unlawful detention
(www.pierceglynn.co.uk)

Pierce Glynn negotiated compensation for a
client who had been detained for over 18
months, despite being a British citizen. The client
was threatened with deportation to Somalia,
although he had lived in the UK since he was a
child, and had a British father. He had no
documents to prove this. Following the threat of
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court action, the Home Office acknowledged that
he was a British Citizen and has awarded
compensation of £100,000 to the man.

New information sheets from the Immigration
Law Practitioners Association

ILPA has published a new Immigration Update
(no. 30), as well as new Information Sheets on:

e Detention of Children 3

e Permission to Work Judgement 2

e Protection Settlement Applications

e Removals and Judicial Review 4

e Removals and Separated Children

You can access them at www.ilpa.org.uk

NHS Treatment in Scotland

The Department of Health in Scotland has issued
guidance that makes clear that asylum seekers,
whether the claim is pending or has failed, are
entitled, in Scotland, to treatment on the same
basis as a UK national who is ordinarily resident
in Scotland. Annex C to the guidance states:

“People who receive NHS treatment on the same
basis as a person ordinarily resident in Scotland:
Refugees and asylum seekers (including those
whose applications have failed)”

Settlement Protection: five year reviews and
indefinite leave to remain

All refugees granted refugee or humanitarian
protection status after 30 August 2005 will need
to apply for indefinite leave to remain in the
month before this leave expires. The first cases
for which this applies will reach the end of their
leave in August 2010. The Refugee Council has
produced a briefing on this issue- it is very
important that applications are submitted before
their existing leave expires. The briefing is
available at the Refugee Council website or by
clicking here.

Upcoming Events

London Churches Refugee Network
October Meeting: Thursday 21* October 5.30pm

London Churches Refugee Network’s October
meeting will take place on Thursday 21* October
at 5.30. Speakers include Nazek Ramadan of
Migrant Voice and Steve Symonds of ILPA. Venue:
Westminster Central Hall, Storey’s Gate, London
SW1H 9NH. For further information contact
Geoffrey Duncan, United Reformed Church 020
7799 5000 x5

NCADC Annual General Meeting & Conference
2010: 4" September

The National Coalition of Anti-Deportation
Campaigns are holding a conference and AGM on
Saturday 4™ September. The event will focus on a
range of skills building workshops with guest
speakers and is an opportunity for individuals and
organizations campaigning against deportations
and for migrants rights to share experiences,
knowledge and expertise. The Conference will
start at 10.30 at Hinde Street Methodist Church,
19 Thayer Street, London, W1 2QJ (by Bond
Street or Marble Arch). All are welcome- to book
a place email ncadc@ncadc.org.uk

Medical Justice new report launch: Thursday 9
September, House of Commons, London

Medical Justice are launching their new report
‘State sponsored cruelty: the immigration
detention of children’ in the House of Commons
on Thursday 9" September. The event is hosted
by Julian Huppert MP, Chair of the All Party
Parliamentary Group on Refugees. Places must
be booked in advance- for more information visit
www.medicaljustice.org.uk

City of Sanctuary National Conference, 13"
September, Birmingham

This event will look at how communities across
the UK are becoming towns and cities of
Sanctuary. Guest speakers and a lively session of
workshops will create spaces for sharing
experiences on a wide range of issues. The event
is free but donations are requested to cover
costs. For more information visit
http://www.cityofsanctuary.org/conference
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Protecting Unaccompanied Child Asylum
Seekers: Thursday 9 September, London

This conference will look at improving local
provision through multi-agency working and is
organised by Westminster Briefing. The event is
split into two working sessions on Improving local
child asylum processes (protection, education
and integration) and local partner engagement
and successful outcomes. The event takes place
at the Commonwealth Club, London WC2N 5AP.
For more information and a booking form click
here.

Concert in celebration of the work of the Helen
Bamber Foundation, 6™ November 2010

Consider the Lilies is a celebratory concert which
will feature refugees performing alongside
internationally renowned soloists, two other
choirs and a professional orchestra. It will be held
at St Martin-in-the-fields, Trafalgar Square, at
7.30. For details and booking click here.

high quality legal services to asylum seekers and
refugees. These include casework, advocacy,
telephone and outreach advice. They are seeking
someone with experience of providing legal
representation and who would be able to start
immediately. Salary is £29,290 per annum.
Further information is available at
www.asylumaid.org.uk, the deadline is 10am on
Friday 3" September.

Asylum Aid is also recruiting two volunteers, one
for the Women’s Asylum News and one for the
Women’s Charter. Details are at the website
above and the closing date is 3™ September.

Ali McGinley
August 2010

Funding Opportunities

People's Postcode Trust (England & Scotland)

Through the People's Postcode Trust funding of
between £500 and £10,000 (£2,000 if not a
registered charity) will be available to small
organisations and community groups, including
those working on human rights. For more
information visit www.postcodetrust.org.uk

Job Opportunities

Nottingham & Notts Refugee Forum (NNRF) &
Nottingham Arimathea Trust (NAT)

NNRF and NAT are advertising for part time posts
of Volunteer Coordinator and Support Facilitator.
Applications are invited for either or both posts.
The closing date is 3 September and more
information is available from
info@nottsrefugeeforum.org.uk

Asylum Aid: Locum Caseworker and two
volunteer roles

Asylum Aid is recruiting a locum caseworker
(Level 2 accredited) for a minimum of three
months. Asylum Aid Caseworkers provide free,
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