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Marriages & Baptisms
are by arrangement, please speak to the
Church Secretary
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A warm welcome is given to all worshipping with us
today. If you normally worship elsewhere, please take back our
greetings to your home Church.

SERVICES DURING FEBRUARY

Sunday February 1st

10.30am Family Worship with Communion
John Webb & Stowmarket

Sunday February 8th

10.30am Family Worship
Milly Dalgleishd Hadleigh

Sunday February 15th

10.30am Family Worship
Frank Cross Christchurch Tacket St.

Sunday February 22nd
All-Age Worship

Peter Dawson

At our Communion the table is open and we invite all who love
the Lord Jesus Christ to share in this celebration with us

For any enquiries during the ministerial vacancy contact
Gavin Scott, Church Secretary on: 01473 215657




GAZA

The Gaza situation is
distressing and complex.
Some may consider that
focussing on this problem is
outside the remit of a
Church newsletter. But
should we as a Church leave
information and comment
solely to the secular press?

This newsletter was in -
preparation soon after a cease -fire had been
declared and our prayer must surely be that it will
be lasting and observed by all parties.

No doubt, wusing the clich
dayodos fish and chip wrapp
the terrible images that we saw on our TV screens

to the back of peopleds m

But we as a Christian community must not forget
the fact that our brothers and sisters from both
sides of the conflict are still suffering from the loss
of loved ones and from the destruction of lands and
property. We must add our prayers, our voice and
where possible, our efforts for a just and lasting
peace that has eluded the Middle East for so long.

One World Group

Features on pages 4-7 are based on information supplied by the
URC press office.
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GAZA i A CEASEFIRE,
E MUST WORK FOR A
ASTING PEACE

Peacemakifg is a core commitment in
Christianity;Judaism and Islam, the three
great faithsithat find a focus in Israel/
Palestine. Itis good then to give thanks
for the ceasefire between Israeli and
Palestinians Yet, peace will only become

permanent when the people of Palestine
and Israel can live their daily lives, and
raise their families, in safety.




There now needs to be concerted effort to establish
secure everyday living for Palestinians and

Israelis. This means securing supplies of water and
food, and easing the blockade. It means improving
access to education, employment and health care for
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. It means
diminishing the risk of attack on the streets and in
homes, by all groups refusing to resort to violence. It
means repentance for disproportionate violence carried
out and the loss of life and injury done.

It is only when people feel that there is justice, and they
have a sense of control over their everyday lives, that
there will be the possibility of lasting peace. A lasting
peace in which all people have what they need for daily
living. A lasting peace in which i impossible though it
may seem i Israeli and Palestinian children can play
side by side i brandishing not sticks and stones, but
toys and smiles.

We have to recognise our interdependence on one an-
other, and risk exposure of our different vulnerabilities,
to play a part in making lasting peace a possibility. Itis
good that the immediate conflict is reduced; now we
have to hope and pray for a renewed commitment to
seeking this longer term
just peace.

The Revd Rowena Francis,
Moderator Northern

Synod, United Reformed
Church




MISSILE WRECKS
CHRISTIAN AID
CLINIC

Commitment for Life, the
United Reformed
Churchdés worl
ment programme, ex-
pressed its dismay at

the destruction, by Israeli
missile fire, of a primary
healthcare clinic in Gaza,
funded by Christian Aid, .

Through a long-standing
partnership with Christian
Aid, Commitment for Life
helps support the clinic in
Gaza City, which provided
free care to Gazans. It was
run by the Near East
Council of Churches
(NECC), a Christian Aid
partner organisation.

The owners of the two-
storey building received a
telephone warning to
evacuate within fifteen min-
utes and it was cleared
quickly, just before a warn-
ing shot was fired. That
was followed by a direct hit

which completely de-
stroyed the building and its
contents, including medical
equipment worth hundreds
of thousands of pounds.
There were no injuries, nor
was any reason for the at-

tack gveny e | o p -

Members of many local
United Reformed churches
met Ahmed Sourani, Gaza
director of the Palestinian
Agricultural Relief Commit-
tee, when he visited Eng-
land. Last year, his own
son was badly injured in
hostilities .

Speaking about the bom-
bardment he
other non-governmental
organisations, we could not
work properly because we
could not move around. It
was a very frightening and
frustrating situation.
Whether Palestinians or
Israelis, we are all suffer-
ing. For people who are
suffering, it is normal to
search for hope, it is not
normal to suffer violence
continually. d

6
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Seven-year-old
Sinfkitwe cradles her
young brother Simba.

** Hunger stalks their

family. “Fheir local P
_church, supported by
"ti&charity Tearfund

Photo: 'BBC Web Site

The cholera epidemic the immense pain and suf-
continues to spread fering that continues to
across Zimbabwe. ltis haunt the people of
estimated that 37,000 Zi mb a b-wWerayerii
people have contracted God of power and truth,
the disease and 1800 May your peace rest with
have died. Food is the restless of Zimbabwe
scarce, political violence May your love inspire the
continues and schools hearts of all those who long
have not been able to and work for justice
function properly. May your healing touch the
The Revd John Marsh, wounds of those suffering

Moderator of the General  and bereaved

Assembly of the United Re- May your truth be spoken

f or med Chur c hipndasgaroud places Wi t h
the eyes of t MaywemnotbdidleGnsvorkae -
dia now firmly fixed on the ing, praying, longing and
unfolding tragedy in Gaza, searching for your kingdom

we need to be reminded of in this broken world. A-men



| i HAMAS MAN FINDS

. CHRIST
(S:gRISTIAN
LIDARITY
The son of a top Hamas leader
ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ!?lz has converted to Christianity

and is praying that someday his
family will accept Jesus as their saviour, according
to an Israeli newspaper.

Disenchanted with Hamas Mosab Hassan Yousef, son
of West Bank Hamas leader Sheik Hassan Yousef, first
accepted an invitation to hear about Christianity in
Jerusalem eight years ago. Four years ago he decided
to become a Christian. n ool
he said. (Christian Today)

WOMENSOG WORLD DAY OF

Christian women around the world unite in prayer
each year on the first Friday in March.

Our local service, organised by churches in the NW
area of Ipswich, will take place at All Saints Church,
Chevallier Street, on Friday 6" March at 2 pm. There is
something special about being part of shared common
prayer in many languages over 24 hours.

Women and men of all ages will be most welcome at
the service and for refreshment and fellowship after-
wards.

kno

PRAY



CHARITIES know of somebody who
does, please contact Arthur
MARKET Thomas as soon as

_ possible.
The Church organises

the Charities Market to

_ We also need people to
enable people in the

) buy from the stalls, so
Church or the community please put the 21 of

to have a stall for a March in your diary and
charity they support. come along.

There is no charge to the e Market is from 10-00
charity for this. The Market 51, t0 11-45 am and is
this year is on the moring  gjiowed by a frugal lunch

t
of the 21% March. If you in aid of Commitment for
want to run a stall for a Life.

charity you support, or

ANNUAL REPORT

Our Churchés 200
Report is progressing well.

Thank you to those organisa-

tions that have already

submitted their reports

At the deadline of 31st January,
several reports were still
outstanding, so if yours is one of
them please endeavour to send it to Len Green as soon
as possible.
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FROM SAXMUNDHAM

The message below is taken from the Newsletter of
our partner Church at Saxmundham. Its message

however is equally applicable to us at Castle Hill.

Dear Friends,

| ended my last letter with a
suggested prayer of com-
mitment for 2009. In that
letter | had been writing
about our relationship with
the Church. Today | want
to come back to one of the
strengths of Saxmundham
URC, which is the mutual
concern that we have for
one

Let me remind you of that
prayer:

0Lord God,
grace to commit myself
unreservedly to your
body on earth, give me
the determination to bear
witness to you in all that |
do and help me to priori-
tise my life so that you
have first call on all that |
have and am. | make this
prayer for this New Year
and for all my days for
Jesusd sake.
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Sometimes | hear people
saying that it is difficult
when one is not very mo-
bile; that is true and I cer-
tainly have great sympathy
for all of you for whom be-
ing out and about is a tall
order. That said, communi-
cation does not have to be
face to face and while the
age of computer technol-

anot her 0 sogywealy roghelmany of

you, the telephone certainly
does.

g r Hametyouraver thodglet

about the tremendous ser-
vice that you can do for all
your friends and others in
the community by praying
for them regularly? Many
books have been written
about prayer but at its sim-
plest, prayer is a conversa-
tion with God; prayer can
happen at any time and in
any place.

Amen. 06



Some people write prayer  praying for the people in
lists and find them helpful  each road in the town on a
as an aid to memory and  weekly rota so that over
concentration. One Church time, no one is forgotten.
in this area has a routine of William Glasse

Dear Friends at Castle Hill

| have decided that nature truly is an amazing phe-
nomenon 1 itis cold, wet, windy, miserable and
gloomy 1 yet the garden is full of green shoots mak-
ing their way through the soil T bulbs, sweet peas,
broad beansé.. and therebod
the snowdrop heads.

So perhaps we should take a lesson from that and look
to the future with hope and, if possible, anticipation of
new and different ways of being church; of new and dif-
ferent ways of witnessing to Jesus; of new and different
ways of showing to others the love we have from God.
At Saxmundham, like you at Castle Hill, we are wonder-
ing about the future in terms of ministry i and in the
meantime we continue to plan the regular events of the
year. We continue to encourage our holiday club chil-
dreni a Mothering Sunday family service, an Easter

patyiand Fay and | are busy
earlierd models of the Ho
day Club which we are thi
susb6é You wil/ no doubt h

We also continue with our regular services and meet-
ings, keeping the flame of witness alight for the URC in
Saxmundham.

Green shoots for the coming year despite the weather.
Blessings and best wishes from us all.

Sue

ma ki
y La
nNking
ear m
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MARIE CURIE
CANCER CARE
GREAT DAFFODIL
APPEAL 2009

This year our church
chose Marie Curie Can-
cer Care to be one of the
charities it supports.
Having worked as a

nurse for Marie Curie for
15 years | was delighted
by this choice.

As you may be aware, in
March every year daffodil
badges as sold as a fund-
raising campaign and also
to raise awareness of the
charity. | wondered if any
members or friends may
be able to spare an hour or
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two as part of this years
support of the char-

ity ,helping to collectin a
supermarket or town cen-
tre location. If you are in-
terested in helping out
please contact Liz Foster
on 01473 725146

TOTS' PRAISE

Held on the first Wednes-
day of the month during
term time between 0930
and 1030. Our next ses-
sions are on February
4th, March 4th, and April
1st

We welcome all pre-school
children and their carers.
During the session we
have stories, singing and
prayer. We often do some
craft activities, making
something to take home.
We play games and enjoy
snack time before going
home. If you would like to
find out more see Liz
Foster or Elaine Thomas.



SERVICE OF

REMBRANCE FOR THE

BEREAVED

Liz Foster and Tina Griffiths are planning a service
on April 5th at 3pm offering support for the be-

reaved. The service will be a combination of music
and readings with an opportunity to offer an act of

remembrance such as lighting a candle.

Refreshments will be served after the service giving
people a chance to relax and meet together. Details
have not yet been finalised and more information will be
available in the March newsletter.

Liz and Tina would be pleased to hear from anyone who
would like to help with this service.

CHRISTMAS AND
COMMITMENT FOR
LIFE

The Church, over the
Christmas Period, gave a
total of £459.60 for our
Commitment for Life
Partners in Zimbabwe.

The Christmas Card Board
raised £137.40, the Home
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Boxes £44.79, Retiring
Collections £249.16 and
further Donations £28.25.

The people of Zimbabwe
need all the help they can
get and the Church helped
to provide it this Christmas.
The total giving from Castle
Hill to Commitment for Life
in 2008 was the splendid
sum of £3085.98.




During early December
and Christmas our wor-
ship was complimented
with hymns, sound, film
clips and by visual im-
ages projected on to a
screen using the Easy
Worship programme that
is designed for use in
churches.

In the age of the computer,
television and visual
effects churches, including
several in Ipswich, are
increasingly embracing
this technology .

But what do you think? Did
it enhance your worship or
detract from it?

The ATOM Outreach
Group would like to know
your views . Distributed
with this newsletter is a
simple questionnaire. It
only requires you to circle
some answers so please
take the time to complete it
and post it in the box
provided in the vestibule.
Len Green
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