Detention of children

SIR — We are writing to express our grave concern at the findings of Sir Al Aynsley-
Green, the Children’s Commissioner, on children detained at Yarl’s Wood (report,
February 17). We call on the Government to bring an immediate end to the
unnecessary and inhumane practice of imprisoning children, babies and young
people in immigration removal centres.

We note that the Children’s Commissioner, the Royal College of Psychiatrists, the
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, the Children’s Society and many other
bodies concerned with the wellbeing of children all support an end to child detention
because of the appalling effects on children. These include insomnia, bed wetting,
weight loss, speech regression, depression and self-harm.

Our faith calls us to look particularly to the needs of the most vulnerable in our
community. We therefore urge the Prime Minister to bring Britain in line with other
Commonwealth and EU countries, which provide less harmful community-based
facilities for families awaiting a decision about their future.
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