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St George’s and Adeyfield Free, both URC Churches in Hemel Hempstead
report that the spirit of Christian unity was riding high in their town during the
May bank holiday weekend.

An unprecedented 24 churches from across the town worked together to
deliver a three day mission that reached thousands of people. Miracle Street
evangelist Steve Lee was the speaker for the weekend and he described the
joint church service on the Sunday morning as “the best | have ever seen in
22 years”. We are used to seeing churches work together in groups of three,
four, five or six — especially as a result of Hope 08 — but it is extremely
unusual for almost all the churches in one town to work together on something
this big and this gospel oriented.

The mission, which was branded Across Hemel, began with two days of
social action undertaken by 18 of the churches. On the first night, the
churches hosted a series of free community BBQs which drew hundreds of
neighbours and friends. The second night saw 400 people attend a quiz night
during which one young lady told of how Christ rescued her from a
background of homelessness and domestic abuse. The following day saw the
big marquee packed with 1,000 churchgoers from all denominations and
traditions worshipping together before they went out and hosted a family fun
day which drew in some 3-4,000 local residents.

That night, the marquee was standing room only with some 1200 in
attendance as the London Community Gospel Choir performed before Steve
Lee made a direct gospel appeal to all who were there.

While there have been many events of this size before, very few have
occurred in towns the size of Hemel Hempstead (pop. 80,000) and very few
have involved so many churches. Justin Thacker, an Elder at St George’s and
Chair of the event, said, “It was just fantastic to see so many different
churches working together for the cause of the gospel. We had the Catholics,
the traditional Anglicans, the Pentecostals, the Baptists, the independents and
the free churches all seeking to see our town transformed by the good news
of Jesus Christ. Of course, we had our differences, and there were a couple of
sticky moments — in particular over how many extra toilets we needed to hire!
— but we were united in our love for Jesus and our desire to see his good
news spread to all in both word and deed. That focus is what brought us
together and made Across Hemel the event that it was.”

End.




