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Dear Friend
Musicians’ Guild Information Pack

I have pleasure in enclosing our new pack of leaflets providing information not only
about the United Reformed Church’s Musicians’ Guild but also about many other aspects
of music in Christian worship.

This pack is in response to requests for more information about the Musicians’ Guild
from many churches that completed the Annual Return in 2009. I do hope that you
find the pack useful and that it may perhaps encourage your church to become a
Corporate Member, thus providing invaluable support for our aims and objectives.

Corporate Members receive three copies of our journal ‘Making a Joyful Noise’,
invitations to our Annual Celebration Day and other regional events and a special
certificate - all for an annual subscription of just £15.00.

May I perhaps ask you to consider also if your church has something good to offer to
other churches in your Synod - or further afield - and whether you may be prepared to
host a regional musical training event. If so, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
me at the above address - I will be very pleased to talk to you!

Thank you for asking for more information.

Yours sincerely,

CAAS JumeS

I|""  United Reformed Church Musicians’ Guild
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hat is the M
e Guild is » mo
orting the mal

siciang’ Gnila?
hirship vrganisarion = -

of music during Chrisian
rorship, mostly in the Unired Reformad
hurch

Vho are we?

mild members are all those who enjoy maric
witten for the Glory of God, whether they be
omposers, sohg-writers, singers, worship
ands, people who attend church because
acy love the music they hear, organists, clioir
irectors - anybody in fact!

Vhat do we do?
Encourage good and varied music for
worship in our churches
Arrange regionu! training cays to inspire
and give confidence
Hold an Annual Celebration Day in
different parts of the United Kingdom
Pulilish three newsletters for
Members each year
Provide advice on pipe organs (o
churches and organists
Give smal! grents to support ireining o
purchase of musle or nstroments

How can | join the Musicial

ise complete the application for

this peck and send 1 to the address DEIOW

How do 1 contact the Guild?
Please get in rouch by contacting the

Secretary

Mrs Chris James
56 Back Street
Ashwell
Baldock
Hertfordshire
SG7 SPE
Tel: 01462 74268+

chirisjames 6@ btinternel.com

Email:
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S nyepne lonkig totormn 4
chule fror =pick cliodr slugers, po
wololuts”, Fouuhers are not the most importin:
thing. Far ratheér & cothusiastic | nople whe ¢
singing than 10 perform in & halfhew
way. kMost can sing. 17 vou hawve ever bews
[to a workshop led by the Wild Goose Resouwe:
| Group from the fona Communily, you will Enow
that to ba true. And there are tany other
enthusiastic sousiciens who cun get people tojoin
in song. Anyone storling u singing group or chois
could do worse than to read Tne Singing Thivg by
John Bell, published by Wild Goose Publications. |
Whilst it is useful 10 hmve peaple able to readd
music, it is not essential. Some regular choit
gingers began by following the shape of the music
on the page, gracdually learning to make sense ol
the hieroglyphics on the manuscript. 11 vour choir ‘
memmbers ave all non-readers, make tapes for them
of their part of & difficuli piece. This way, e
singers can rehearse at home and seve valuable
rehearsal time. Of course, having said thal most
people con sing there are some who do sound
| rather 1l an animel i severe pain, aud these
peaple should lw encouraged 1o be part of the
listening congregation or nudience for where [
| vonld singers bewithout people Lo sing 107

H,

= —
Arrange for @ regulsr Chol
minutes before the service is ot yeally 8

sensible way to proceed, A choir Hhal meeis [
| regatarly and for v longer thn :begins to periora:
| 5 o enfity instead of & Liotelipotch of disparats

| voices, vl with that can 1 IPOTTINEY ©

| learn new, and soneti fing, Inusic. s
| also a good idea to draty up ¢ plas outlming wheo
| and what the chioir will be singing. The plan mm
| have 10 be ndjisted along tie way but there HAY
1 sense of purposs widh targets to beal i
| freanlar practice las otiher heielits (06 ve

sers bogia (o pet o know and cormmil 1o eact
[ wer, anil woule logether inworshipping Lol

AH

| Wit 1o 5i
i mos! local chirchies there is s cophotird
stuffed with musie, Kept by those with the
mindset that *it will come in useful somerime’

sume of it may be useful but a lot ol it should
be disposed of thoughtfully and carelully -
preferably into the recycling bag! There may
also be heaps of illegally photocopied matesial
- please do dispose of that. A police choir in
Wales knows the cost of photocopying materinl
illegally snd Keeping it for future use (32,000
and that was several years agol)

Ask for a budget 1o by some new material
Some people may be willing to buy their o
music but it is necessary to be sure that such o
cost does not deter others. Publishers like
Kevin Mavhew and Stainer & Bell produce some
excellent material for new choirs and there is
masses of other suitable music arownd.

seleet good, but quickly learnable, material af
first. Of conrse, the material you select will de
pend on the voices you have, but be ob ¢
it may be that other local churches may be will-
ing to lend material and as the repertoire grows
you may be able to reciprocate.




Start Simple and Start Small.

The Hallehyjali Chorus is not a good starling
place! Neither are all the picees that you'll want
to do after the choir is established and
confident. If no one in your group has any
choral experience, or even only a minimal
amount, start with unison music, Eventually
vocal ranges will become obvious and can be
stretched here and there until your singers fall
into the standard soprano/alto/tenor/bass
categories. Even in unison singing you can have
some variation it by alternating men and
womens' voices or using a small group for
selected verses or sections. As the singers begin
1o “turn into a choir”, don't try all four parts ar
once. If the altos are willing, let everyone sing
melody and teach the altos their part. Or jet the
tenors sing the melody and give the tenor part
of a hymmn to the sopranos to sing an octave
higher. nstant descant! A good idea is 1o tind
some rounds. Not Frere Jacques or Three blinl
mice. There are sacred picees of music out
there not much more difficult than those, and
which sound wonderful. Most of us have sung
Seek ye first the Kingedom of God as & round, and
another, by that great composer Anon, is the
lovely Dena Nobis Pacen” which is really easy to
sing. There is also a series especially for
“Choirs that are short of Men "

‘Mw::.'-

;l(" sure the choir i 8l wd for their wor
tram the pulpit, and/Zor i the magazine
annual social cvent lor the members is a good
idea too. Another piece of sdvice given 1o 1hat
prospective choir-feader was “a goad choir is
a family".

Oceasionally there are opportunitics to join
with other cheirs for events either local or
national. Do take advantape of such
opportunities for there is something veny
special abou! being part of a larger body and
often performing music that would be fur
outside the scope of most church choirs.

And remember that the motio for all choir membicr
and singing groups should be:

Not to us, Lovd, but to your name be the glory:







