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Guidelines for NSM support groups

(for NSM’s who exercise their ministries within local churches)

District Councils have responsibility for the appointing and support of non-stipendiary ministers. NSM’s, giving of their spare time, and lacking the opportunities for support during working hours which are available to stipendiary ministers, should be offered support by their own personal group.  The following criteria should be considered in setting up such a group.

1. The responsibility for ensuring that the group is set up lies with the District.



2. The persons making up the group should be acceptable to the NSM, who should be free to ask for changes of personnel at any time.  



3. Variety in age, sex and perspective is desirable, and there should not normally be more than one stipendiary minister in the group.



4. The group’s primary responsibility is to help the NSM reflect on her/his experience of ministry in a friendly and personally supportive atmosphere.



5. The group will be responsible to the NSM alone, not to the District or the Province, nor to the Provincial Moderator.



6. Everything that takes place in support group meetings should remain completely confidential unless the NSM gives specific permission otherwise. The group may speak to the District on behalf of the NSM in an advocacy role, but should not be used by the District to review the NSM’s ministry.



7. Someone in the group, other than the NSM, should take the responsibility for convening the group and finding appropriate times and places to meet.  Frequency of meetings should be decided by mutual agreement with the NSM, but should not be less than three times a year.



8. If the NSM is unhappy about the group, s/he should feel free to talk to the Moderator about it.
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