THAMES NORTH SYNOD

The Leadership Development Group was asked to provide guidelines for the payment of fees and expenses for pulpit supply

Expenses and fees associated with the conduct of worship is one of the costs a church should gladly bear if it is to continue to be a worshipping community.

Expenses.

1. It should be the duty and responsibility of all churches to reimburse visiting preachers (whether lay or ordained) the cost of transport to and from the church being visited.

2. Churches should anticipate this duty by having an envelope prepared in advance containing the travelling expenses based on not less than 20p/mile (but not more than 40p/mile) for the return journey from the preacher’s home. A preacher travelling by public transport should receive the cost of the tickets involved.

Fees.

3. No fee is payable when the visiting preacher is a minister in receipt of a full-time stipend.

4. When inviting a non-stipendiary minister, a retired minister, a minister not in full-time pastoral charge, a lay preacher or URC student in training, to lead worship a church may wish to give a fee.

5. There is no nationally agreed scale of preaching fees. As a guide, a sum between £20 and £30 might be appropriate.

6. It is recognised that some churches have greater resources than others. Each church should be transparent about its policy with regard to fees.       

Expenses and Fees.

7. A visiting preacher may choose not to receive expenses and/or fee. This is his/her prerogative, but it is the duty of churches to offer expenses, and a fee where appropriate. 

Note.

8. This guidance has been prepared primarily for preachers of United Reformed Church origin. Preachers of other denominations may be subject to rules designed by their denomination, which should be respected by the inviting church.
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