PM warms to URC’s ‘lived’ gospel

Gordon Brown has paid a surprise visit to the Bromley by Bow Centre in East London, home of Bromley by Bow United Reformed Church. Gordon Brown was met by Andrew Mawson – the Revd Lord Mawson  – social entrepreneur, member of the House of Lords and former minister of the church. 
Together with cabinet minister Liam Byrne, the PM saw how the Centre is working to support the local community during the current economic downturn.

Andrew Mawson said afterwards: "I introduced Gordon Brown to a United Reformed Church that had reinvented itself as a social enterprise, connecting spirituality to an enterprise culture, in the midst of one of the poorest housing estates in Britain. The PM welcomed our work and saw it as a model for the future. He asked to meet again to talk further about the project’s practical implications as we enter a deep recession. He also asked me to describe the work of One Church 100 Uses, the new property agency which has grown out of the Centre's activities, and is working with 30 churches across the United Kingdom."
The Revd Helen Matthews, minister at Bromley by Bow since 1997 said: “The Prime Minister was warm and friendly and seemed genuinely interested in the work we are doing, living out gospel values in our neighbourhood. Inside the church, which is also a nursery, he engaged with the children in a very natural way. Our impression was that Gordon Brown liked what he saw and understood the importance of what we are doing."
For more information about the work at Bromley by Bow go to www.bbbc.org.uk 

For One Church 100 Uses see www.onechurch100uses.org.uk . The visit  was to mark the launch of  a new £42 million fund for social enterprises and the voluntary sector. For further information see the Number 10  website http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18264
 

 
