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Church Trust Officer Fergus Urgnbart
' Secretary Keith Berry
To ali Church Secretaries 4th August, 2011

and personnel working in property
at local churches

Finance Committee has agreed fo offer to pay churches up to half the costs of an
" asbestos survey on your premises for a period up to 31 December, 2012. The
maximum grant available will be £350 plus VAT

Please note, latest legislation relating fo asbestos was issued in 2006 with case law
only emerging now. Information and guidance relating to the legislation was
forwarded to local churches in January 2007 and is updated with this letter to reflect
recent changes fo legislation. You may also access the website 1o look at the Health
and Safety Executive guidance document “Asbestos: The Survey Guide." - HSG 24 -
(hitp://www. Urcthamesnorth.org.uk/trust.himy It is clear the local Trustees of the .
property {the Elders and minister for the fime being of local church property) have a
significant duty of care for church personnel, congregation, suppliers and visiting
workmen where potential asbestos hazards exist. Further, it is the responsibility of the
local trustees to ensure compliance with all matters of law relating fo their properties.
Synod is offering the facility to ease the financial burden on churches where the cost
of complying with prevailing legislation may be burdensome,

The latest thrust from Finance Committee is also 1o encourage all local churches to
ensure they have undertaken all prerequisite steps required under the 2006 legisiation
by way of good practice. We encourage and exhort you dll, therefore, o take
advantage of this generous offer at your earliest possible convenience.

HSG 24 provides some indications of specidlists in asbestos testing in various areas but
do speak with The Revd David Skipp, Synod Property Development Officer to see if
he might be able to recommend local specialists in your area,

Please note, retfrospective applications for grants will not be considered.

For and on behalf of
URC Thomes North Trust

\Uc\\,\ NN x}v\f\ 5

Fergus Urquhart
Trust Officer

A Company limited by guarantee. Rogistered in England No. 75432, Registered Charity No. 1022551
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